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New UBC Centre Focusing on Cultural Planning and Development 

 
VANCOUVER (August 11, 2011): UBC Continuing Studies announced today the launch of a new 
international centre focusing on cultural planning and development with a founding investment from 
2010 Legacies Now and the Province of British Columbia. 

Cultural planning is a holistic approach to the identification and strategic development of creative and 
cultural resources to enhance livability and strengthen both community and economic development. 
It is a practice that is gaining recognition worldwide, and is the impetus behind creation of the new 
UBC centre that will make university-level education available to further develop the field.  

The UBC Centre for Cultural Planning and Development (working title) will be led by two founding 
directors, representing UBC and the professional community: Don Black, Director of UBC Continuing 
Studies’ Community Programs, bringing 25 years of experience in educational program development, 
including online and distance learning; and Burke Taylor, a leading cultural planner and producer. 
Burke was Vice President, Culture and Celebrations for VANOC (the Vancouver Organizing Committee 
for the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games), and Executive Producer of the Cultural 
Olympiad. He is past director of Cultural Affairs at the City of Vancouver as well as founder and past 
president of the Creative City Network of Canada.  

 “UBC is an ideal location to establish an international centre focusing on cultural planning and 
development,” says Burke Taylor. “Vancouver has a solid reputation for cultural planning, and the 
success of the Creative City Network of Canada demonstrates our ability to provide innovative 
leadership in concept and practice as well as professional development.  In addition, UBC is a globally 
recognized and respected educational institution.”  

The first cultural planning and development programs will be introduced in the spring of 2012. An 
online graduate certificate and other professional development programs will be designed to expand 
the capacity for effective cultural planning and development provincially, nationally and 
internationally.  

Through a variety of educational offerings, the centre will work with communities, governing bodies, 
bands and tribal councils to help them further develop and implement creative community projects, 
including the Cultural Plans and Cultural Tourism resources first developed with support from the 
Province of British Columbia and 2010 Legacies Now – a not-for-profit organization created by the 
Province of B.C. to leverage the 2010 Winter Games to develop social community legacies in areas 
such as sport, literacy and the arts. As part of its commitment to sustaining legacy development 
beyond the Games, 2010 Legacies Now provided a founding investment of $450,000 over three years 
to the UBC Centre for Cultural Planning and Development.  

 “Leading up to the 2010 Winter Games, 2010 Legacies Now supported numerous projects related to 
long-term arts and cultural development to create more livable, sustainable, and culturally diverse 
communities throughout British Columbia. We are very excited that UBC Continuing Studies will 
extend and enhance the legacy of this work,” says Bruce Dewar, CEO of 2010 Legacies Now. 
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The UBC centre will draw upon the experience and expertise of some of the world’s most successful 
practitioners and serve an international student body. The centre’s advisory board includes: Elena Bird, 
Senior Policy Advisor, Economic Development and Cultural Policy, City of Toronto and Vice-President, 
Creative City Network of Canada; Simon Brault, CEO, National Theatre School of Canada, Vice-Chair, 
Canada Council for the Arts, and Chair, Culture Montréal; Sue Harvey, Principal, Taylor-Harvey, Inc. and 
former managing director, Cultural Services, City of Vancouver; Thomas Hutton, Professor, Centre for 
Human Settlements, University of British Columbia; Tim Jones, President and CEO, ArtScape; Bob Lynch, 
President and CEO, Americans for the Arts; and Robert Palmer, Director, Culture and Cultural and 
Natural Heritage, Council of Europe. The first meeting of the advisory committee was held in Vancouver 
on August 8 and 9, 2011.  

UBC Continuing Studies 
UBC Continuing Studies collaborates with a wide range of campus and community partners to offer 
academic programs for adult learners. With over 13,000 students annually, UBC Continuing Studies 
offerings include as a diverse array of programs that include more than 50 online courses and over 20 
graduate certificate programs. (cstudies.ubc.ca)  

2010 Legacies Now 
2010 Legacies Now was established by the Province of British Columbia as an integral component of the 
Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games and successfully leveraged the Games to create 
lasting legacies in communities throughout B.C. In February 2011, 2010 Legacies Now evolved into LIFT 
Philanthropy Partners, a venture philanthropy organization that accelerates the growth and impact of 
not-for-profit organizations in Canada to create measurable social impact in sport and healthy living, and 
literacy and lifelong learning. (2010LegaciesNow.com; liftpartners.ca) 
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Media Contact: 

• Mary Holmes, 604-822-1410 
 
Spokespersons / interviews: 

• Don Black, 604-822-1460 
• Burke Taylor, 604-736-6170 
• Bruce Dewar, 778-327-5150 

 
 


