
 
 

UBC Continuing Studies Understanding Wine Course Wins National Award 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Vancouver, BC  Sept 8, 2008: Educators at the annual Canadian Association for University 
Continuing Education (CAUCE) conference presented a 2008 Local/Regional program award to 
the UBC Continuing Studies Understanding Wine program. In the words of one judge, 
Understanding Wine is “a unique program that links wine education with language and culture.” 
It is the first time CAUCE has recognized a course such as this with a program award. 
 
UBC Continuing Studies offers the program in association with the UBC Wine Research Centre 
of the Faculty of Land and Food Systems, to engage and educate adult learners at all levels of 
wine knowledge. Started in 2002, the program has grown to over 32 courses. Distinct program 
streams have been specifically developed for three kinds of students: those taking the program 
for personal development, those looking for non-certified wine education to assist their 
professional expertise and those looking for hospitality industry recognized certification. 
 
This innovative program leverages expertise from UBC faculty and experts within the 
community, making academic wine education accessible to the general public. Understanding 
Wine courses leading to Wine and Spirit Education Trust (WSET®) certification are offered 
through a partnership with Fine Vintage Ltd. and its owner, James Cluer, one of only three wine 
experts in Canada to have earned the international designation “Master of Wine”. To date, 1500 
students have completed a WSET course. 
 
UBC Language Programs and Services, which has over 30 years of experience in teaching 
languages to adults at UBC and around the world, teaches courses in 17 different languages to 
more than 3000 students per year. A unique feature of UBC’s interdisciplinary approach to 
language education is offering programs which enhance and deepen the understanding of the 
culture where a particular language is spoken. Knowing that producing and appreciating wine is 
an integral part of many of the cultures whose languages UBC Continuing Studies teaches - 
such as Italian, Spanish and French - Understanding Wine was developed both to complement 
language courses for existing students, as well as to offer another point of entry into an interest 
in languages for a broader audience. Other cultural language courses developed by Continuing 
Studies to enhance the experience of language study are centred around immersion travel, 
food, cinema, theatre and dance. 
 
CAUCE is a professional association of deans, directors, senior administrative personnel and 
practitioners whose professional careers are in university continuing education in Canada 
whose mission is to enlarge the scope and quality of educational opportunities for adults at the 
university level. CAUCE holds an annual conference, hosted each year by a different member 
institution. The 2009 conference will be held in Vancouver, and hosted by UBC Continuing 
Studies. Courses are starting soon in both streams of Understanding Wine; more information is 
available online at winearts.ubc.ca. 
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