
 
 
 

UBC Continuing Studies Instructor Becomes Canada’s Third Master of Wine 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Vancouver, BC | Sept 8, 2008: James Cluer, instructor for the award-winning UBC Continuing 
Studies Understanding Wine Program, has achieved the highest level of educational 
achievement in the international wine industry, the Masters of Wine, or MW. In so doing he 
becomes the third to attain this distinction in Canada and one of only 265 Masters of Wine 
throughout the world. 
 
The Masters of Wine examination has three parts - a written theory examination (covering 
viticulture, winemaking and finishing, the business of wine and contemporary issues), a practical 
examination (three 12-wine blind tastings of international wines), and a dissertation. The theory 
and practical examinations are held each year in London, San Francisco and Sydney by The 
Institute of Masters of Wine. 
 
UBC Continuing Studies offers the Understanding Wine Program in association with the UBC 
Wine Research Centre of the Faculty of Land and Food Systems, and in partnership with Fine 
Vintage Ltd, to engage and educate adult learners of all levels of wine knowledge. It has been 
designed in two program streams: a non-certification stream focused on the art of wine 
appreciation for personal interest or non-certification professional training; and the Wine and 
Spirit Education Trust (WSET®) certification consisting of foundation, intermediate and 
advanced levels for professional development students. The (WSET®) certifications are 
internationally recognized as “the gold standard” in hospitality and related industries. 
 
James Cluer began teaching with UBC Continuing Studies in 2004. In 2008 the UBC Continuing 
Studies Understanding Wine Program was awarded a Program Excellence Award by CAUCE 
(Canadian Association for University Continuing Education). Registration information for both 
streams of this program, including costs and starting dates, can be found online at 
winearts.ubc.ca. The next course in The Art of Wine Tasting taught by James Cluer, offered 
downtown at UBC Robson Square, begins October 3, 2008. 
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CONTACT: 
 
James Cluer Lang Sun 
Fine Vintage Ltd. UBC Continuing Studies 
Tel: 604-922-4915 Tel: 604-822-0802 
Email: james@finevintageltd.com Email: lang.sun@ubc.ca 
 

http://www.finevintageltd.com/winecourses.asp?p=wine-courses
http://www.finevintageltd.com/winecourses.asp?p=wine-courses
http://www.finevintageltd.com/winecourses.asp?p=wine-courses
http://www.finevintageltd.com/winecourses.asp?p=wine-courses
mailto:brian.lin@ubc.ca

	UBC Continuing Studies Instructor Becomes Canada’s Third Master of Wine 

