
 

Food and Travel Writing 
 
Required Text(s):  
Will Write for Food, 2nd Edition, by Diane Jacob  
(optional) See the World, Sell the Story, L. Peat O’Neill 
 
Course Description and Objectives: 

This course takes you through the freelance writing process and offers tips on generating ideas and 
expressing them in query letters to editors. Best options for selling travel stories are revealed and 
restaurant reviewing, blogging, and recipe writing are also covered. By the end of the course, you should 
have a saleable query letter to send out and the first draft of a story, with feedback on your writing and 
story structure. 
 
Readings: 

Each week a new module will be released via the Moodle interface. The module consists of instructional 
material created by the instructor, including templates and examples to follow during assignments. 
There are also online audio and video interviews on the subject material, links to relevant articles and an 
occasional guest speaker for a live chat, usually an editor or practising food and travel journalist. A long 
list of resources and recommended reading list is also available in the first module. 
 
Participation: 

Over the 8 weeks of this course, you will become familiar with how the freelance writing process works 
as the instructor takes you through that process by acting as your ‘editor’. 
 
You will be expected to come up with at least one solid idea that can eventually be presented to the 
instructor in the form of a query letter, then take that query letter and turn it intothe first draft of a 
story. Learning how to write that story will begin with working on individual scenes. 
 
Other assignments include some typical industry assignments: Writing a chef profile, 'A Weekend In...' 
feature, submitting a recipe with a good ‘backstory’ or ‘header’, and a quick photoshoot. You don’t need 
a fancy DSLR camera to do that assignment. 
 
You will also get a chance to write a review of a restaurant of their own choice. 
 
Offering Feedback 
The instructor provides personalized feedback on student assignments in written form via email. In 
some of the modules, forums are provided for you to post their work, including restaurant reviews and 
photography, and you are also expected to provide commentary in other forums on readings the 
instructor has provided. 
 
  



Assessment: 

Certificate Students 
If you are a student in our professional communication certificate or our creative writing award of 
achievement, your assessment may differ from that of your classmates. Please note that part of that 
assessment will be a final portfolio that will require you to submit a piece of writing or other project 
from this class. 
 
Assessment for the Course 
Students are given assessments of their ability to write suitable content for the standards of today’s 
publications based on their completed assignments. 
 
Letters of Completion 
In order to be eligible for a letter of completion, you will need to attend at least 80% of the classes (or 
the online equivalent) and complete the assignments. You can request a letter of completion by 
emailing us at writing.exl@ubc.ca after the course has finished. 
 
Feedback 
For each submitted text assignment, the instructor makes edits and notes on the document itself, and 
also constructs a cover letter for each assignment in which some of the edits and comments are 
explained in more depth. 
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Course Schedule 

Week One: 
• Introduction/who am I? Forum 
• What is good food and travel writing? 
• The freelance writing process/types of stories 
• Assignment: knowing your market – magazine audit 

 
Week Two: 

• Keeping a food or travel journal/the power of observation 
• Idea generation 
• Developing a scene 
• Assignment: write two scenes 

 
Week Three: 

• Scenes due 
• The query letter 
• Blogging to get some writing ‘published’, resources available to help... 
• Assignment: query letter 

 
Week Four: 

• Query letters due 
• How to structure your story 

 
Week Five: 

• Restaurant reviewing 
• Forum: how many times should you go to a restaurant before reviewing it? 
• Assignment: eat dinner at a local restaurant, and review it! 
• Or: a weekend in... How would you tell others to spend a weekend in one of your favourite 

cities? 
 
Week Six: 

• Digital photography basics 
• Forum: share restaurant reviews and weekends with other students 

Assignment: take and post photos 
 
Week Seven: 

• First draft of stories due 
• Recipe writing 
• Assignment: submit a recipe 
• How to avoid overwriting 
• Developing your writing style and how to make your story different 

 
Week Eight: 

• How to be persistent 
• Final tips on finding and submitting story ideas 
• Final drafts due* 



 
*I will give you more time past the end of the course to get in your rewrites... 
 


