
Television Show Creation 

Instructor: Steve Neufeld 
 
Required Text(s): 

 
Various TV Series (both the shows and the scripts) 

 
Course Description and Objectives: 

Ever wonder what it’s like to sit in a room and dream up a world, fill it with characters, put 
them in dire trouble, and then see them through to the end? This class is designed with two 
ends in mind. One, you will come away with at least one completed draft of your own original 
show. Two, you will do this by working in teams, which gives you a taste of what it’s like 
working in television (which involves crafting story with a team of writers). 

 
After exploring the basic forms of broadcast and cable television, the class will brainstorm 
ideas, choose projects, and develop them into pilot episodes. You are encouraged to bring a 
love of television and the full power of your imagination. 

 
Upon completion of the course, you will have, at the minimum, a completed first draft of a pilot 
script for your original show. 

 
Instructor Availability: 

I am most readily reached by email and can generally get back to you on the same day. If I will be 
unavailable to respond to emails, I will notify all students. 

 

Readings: 

Readings and other resources will be handed out in class. Electronic copies of, or links to, any course 
resources will be available upon request. 



Administrative Information: 

If a class needs to be cancelled for any reason, you will receive an e-mail from Writing Programs with 
details. Sessions will be added to the course schedule to make up for cancelled classes. Make-up 
sessions are not available for regularly scheduled classes that a student has not attended. 

 
If there is a room change or other change, you will receive an e-mail from Writing Programs. 

 

Course Policies: 
 

Withdrawal and Cancellation Policies 
 

Part-Time and Online Courses 
No refund will be made for cancellations received later than three business days before the course 
begins. If you need to withdraw from the course due to extenuating circumstances, please contact the 
Writing Programs office at 604-822-9564 or writing.exl@ubc.ca. 

 

Summer Institute Programs 
The withdrawal deadline for our intensive summer institutes is one week before the course start date. A 
$100 administration fee is deducted from each refund; no refunds are possible after the deadline. 

 
Transferring to Another Course 
Please note that we cannot transfer students between courses or between an online and face-to-face 
section. 

 
English Language Proficiency Requirement 

 
English is the primary language of instruction for Writing Programs courses. All prospective students are 
required to have a minimum level of English. Non-native English speakers may be asked to demonstrate 
a score of 570 or higher on the paper-based TOEFL exam (88 or higher on the Internet-based TOEFL), or 
equivalent English language proficiency test results. 

 
Behaviour Policy 

 
Because of the personal nature of our writing courses, Writing Programs asks that students demonstrate 
the utmost respect for each other and for their instructor. This includes respecting the work,   
experience, and expertise that others share in the classroom and respecting everyone’s time. When 
discussing personal experiences in class and talking about others’ work, please be sure that you remain 
constructive and supportive, and think about how your feedback will sound before you present it. We 
also ask that you respect the classroom time by allowing everyone a chance to participate equally in the 
discussion and by following the instructor’s lead as s/he moves the discussion from point to point. 

 

We do give our instructors the right to ask a student to withdraw if the behaviour policy has been 
violated. 
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