
 

Novel: The NaNoWriMo Challenge 
 
Course Description and Objectives 

Students often ask what makes this course different from others. The answer is that the focus is more 
intense: you set your own goals and daily word counts and report on the results each week. And we 
laugh a lot, because the premise seems crazy, to write a draft of a novel in just one month, and yet, 
week by week, you see your manuscript grow. By the end of the course, you will have produced a rough 
draft to be proud of. For some of you that will be the full 50,000 words, for others, perhaps 20,000 
words – but hey, that’s a novella! In-class exercises keep you motivated while samples of published 
writing will help feed the muse. 
 
Over the month you have the opportunity to read aloud from approximately 6-10 pages of your novel, 
and receive feedback from fellow students in a supportive workshop environment. You also receive 
instructor comments on these same pages in the form of margin notes and a typed response sheet. 
 
Readings 

There will be paper handouts for each of the four sessions. On occasion you might be directed to links 
on the Internet following class discussions on a particular subject. A common source of industry news is 
Quill & Quire www.quillandquire.com. For a list of local readings as well as international events in the 
book world, see the Vancouver Writers Festival weekly newsletter Book News 
http://www.writersfest.bc.ca/get-  involved/booknews 
 
Participation 

Regular attendance ensures that you get the most you can out of the class lectures and discussions. If 
you are scheduled to give a reading and find you cannot attend, please advise me by email so that 
another student can take your place. In order to give fellow students your undivided attention during 
readings, kindly turn off all electronic devices and avoid leaving the room. 
 
Offering Feedback 
Please keep in mind that all writing brought to a workshop setting is, by its nature, a work in progress 
and, therefore, rough draft material. This is particularly the case when writing a novel in a month! Our 
goal for now is getting it down on the page. The polishing will come later. 
Handouts will offer students tips on both giving and receiving feedback. 
 
Assessment  

Certificate Students 
If you are a student in our professional communication certificate or our creative writing award of 
achievement, your assessment may differ from that of your classmates. Please note that part of that 
assessment will be a final portfolio that will require you to submit a piece of writing or other project 
from this class. 
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Assessment for the Course 
Records detailing attendance and completion of assignments are submitted for each student. See 
“Letters of Completion”. 
 
Letters of Completion: 
In order to be eligible for a letter of completion, you will need to attend at least 80% of the classes (or 
the online equivalent) and complete the assignments. You can request a letter of completion by 
emailing us at writing.exl@ubc.ca after the course has finished. 
 
Feedback 
Over the four weeks students will have the opportunity to read from their novels at least once and 
submit these pages to the instructor for margin notes as well as a typed response sheet. 
 
Additional Information 
This course is student-centred. Your questions and concerns help dictate the direction of each class. 
Effort is made to help you find solutions to your writing concerns, and to help you make your novel-in-
progress the best it can possibly be. You should finish the course feeling inspired. 
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Course Schedule 

 
Week One: 
How do you write 50,000 words in one month? One day at a time. Whether or not you have already 
begun writing your manuscript, what you will produce in just 30 days is a rough draft. So relax and 
enjoy. The fine-tuning will come later. For now, you simply want to get it down on the page! By setting 
goals and drawing up your own accountability system, you will calculate the time and daily word count 
required to make your deadline. The next step: focus! Write a succinct one-liner that you will use to help 
keep your story on track. Read it aloud to the class for feedback. 
 
 
Week Two: 
Whose story is it, anyway? What does your protagonist want? Who or what gets in the way? This 
session will focus on the importance of characters, both main and secondary, and of dialogue, narrative 
voice and point of view. Bring ten recipe cards to begin looking at plot. Questions and concerns that 
arose over the last week will be addressed. Did you meet your word count goal? 
 
 
Week Three: 
As in movies, a novel must have action to keep the story moving. As in all good stories, rising action not 
only builds conflict but develops and deepens character. This session looks at plot: set-up, rising action, 
climax and denouement, as well as types of structure. What shape is your story? Any more questions, 
concerns? How is everyone doing? 
 
 
Week Four: 
The end of the month is near. You are about to reach your goal! What next? If you are hoping to sell 
your work to editors, you’ve only just begun. This final session looks at endings, both of the story and of 
the course. It will include tips on breathing life into writing, strategies for taking your manuscript 
through subsequent revisions, and for feeding the muse long after the course has ended. 
 


